CHAPTER   VIII

THE   NINETEENTH   CENTURY

C

IN England, as elsewhere, the French Revolu-
tion of 1789 was a turning-point of thought.
After some fluctuation of feeling, the nation
turned with invincible repugnance from its
principles as well as its horrors. There was
for a generation a recoil from change. Legis-
lative reform ceased ; it seemed that if a
breach were made in the walls of tradition
the fabric of society might collapse. But at
the same time there was an increasing serious-
ness of thought, and a heightened sense of
religion in those who were inspired by the
Christian faith, and of the preservative
value of religion in those whose interests
were secular. The religious bodies, in fact,
were bulwarks of society. It is the frequent
boast of the Methodists that it was their
influence over the working classes that saved
England from the apostasy of France ; and
if this be only a partial truth they certainly
co-operated powerfully with the Church in
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